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u The time was not very long ago when every
village was self-sufficient in regard to the two
primary human wants, food and clothing. Un-
fortunately for us, the East India Company, by
means .which I would prefer not to describe, de-
stroyed* that supplementary village industry; and
the millions of spinners who had become famous
through the cunning of their deft fingers for drawing
the finest thread^ such as has never yet been drawn
by modern machinery, these village spinners found
themselves one fine morning with their noble occu-
pation gone. From that day forward India has
become progressively poor.
" No jnatter what may be said to the contrary,
it is an historical fact that before the advent of
the East India Company, these villagers were not
idle, and he who wants may see to-day that these
villages are idle. It therefore required no great
effort or learning to know that these villagers must
starve if they cannot work for six months in the
year.
" May I not then, on behalf of these semi-starved
millions, appeal to the conscience of the world to
come to the rescue of a people dying in the attempt
to regain its liberty? "
We heard afterwards from American friends that
during the whole half-hour's talk there was dis-
tinctly audible an undercurrent of clear, sharp little
staccato sounds of a strange, almost mischievous
quality, reminiscent of Puck or goblins. This
proved to be the joyful noises from swings, round-
abouts and seesaws ascending from the children's